“MERCATOR: « 


Numb. 64. 


OR, 
Commerce Retriched, 


BEING 
CoNsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 


. 
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From Saturday, Oftober 17. to Cuelday, Oftober 20. 1713. 
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The Mercator fpeaks to all the Trading part of the Nation, and makes them his Fudges. 


The Boafts of the Oppofers almoft at an end. 


Their Imports from France funk near a Million Sterling on a Scrutiny. | 
Our Exports exceed them above 200,000 1. 4 Year, befides what ts yet to be produced. 
The Dutch fend 300,000 1. a Tear of our Goods into France. 


Tho? the Gain of the Sale is theirs, the Confumption of Goods ts our Advantage. 
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S our Defign is not to Deceive any one in. 
the Valuation of our own Goods, fo it is but 


juftwe fhould not be Deceived or fuffer others 

to be Deceived by the Valuations of the 

Goods of Foreign Countries. ' 
In the firft the Danger cannot be great, for the Value 
of our own Goods is known, and the Readers may be 
Judges for themfelves ; there needs no wrangling about 
it between Writers: Let them never Cavil at the 
MERCATOR, whether Calves-Leather be worth 
12d. per Pound as we fay, or 6d. per Pound as tliey 
fay Let them go ask the Learherfellers; Whether Cal- 
licoes and Mullins are worth 10 s.aPiece or 205s. a 


Piece, one with anothers Let them ask the Drdépers; 


Whether Clockwork, in general, is to be reckoned 
Tron Clockwork or Brafs Clockwork, and whether it 
is worth gos. perC. or 20]. “Let then Tak with the 
Clockmakers: And fo of all the reft. 

The MERCATOR is written. tothe whole Bod 
of Traders of the Kingdom, and the Tradefnien fhall 
be Advocates for. and Defenders of the MERCATOR, 
and he Appeals to them or his Accufers, for they are 
proper Judges, not Attorneys, Scrivencrs and Mounte- 
banks, If Prejudice and Party-Folly has prepofleft the 
Minds of any, Spectator, faridifis fibi moleftus, the 
Damage is their own, they ftand in theif own Light, 
Rob themfelves, and Kurt us nothing at all: Such muft 
wait till Time and Experience Inlightens and Convinces 
them, then they I] Curfe thefe Trade-Quacks, who have 
Ruin'd the health of our Commerce by their pretending 
to Cure it, when thcy really know neither the Difeafe 
or the Remedy. 

The AERC ATOR in the beginning of this Work 
laid down a Foundation,which the Enemy have beftow'd 
a ereat deal of Buffoonry upon, but no Argument, (viz.) 
That the French Trade was always to our Advantage : 
This fhall now be made clear to all the World, let them 
gainfay it that can. 

Not that the MERCATOR expe%s to Silence.a 
Railing, Clamouring Set of Deccivers, who to carry on 
their Party-Projects, have endeavoured to raife a Duh 


by their Rage and Fury: It is the Opinion of a Reye- 


rend and Learned Author, That it is such eafier to Con- 
vince People, than ta Silence them; but it fhall render, 
their Clamour ufelefs to the Ends for which they defign | 
it, and that is fufficient to the MERC ATOR; for, to 
Undeceive, whom they have Deluded, is the MERC A> 
TOR’s Bofinefs. 

The MERCATOR has now given juft Reafons 
for bringing the Value of our Importations from France 
down to about 889,009 |. a Year, and he thall bring it 
lower fills a great Sum that is however,and a Teftimony. 
thar the Trade between Britain and: France is a thing of 
great Magnitude, and which ought not to be Sacrificed 
toa Party-Feud, as is now our Cafe: Bur yet this is a 
Sum far fhort of what our Oppofers had made it appear 
to be, who by Cheat.and Fraud in Over-Rating the 
Goods beyond what they Coft, had brought it up to 
1,284,000 |. and upwards, and then by adding a Chimera 
of Clandefline Trade, to the Value of 428,007]. more, 
which they cannot produce the leaft Colour for, had 
raifed up the Value of our Importations to'1,71 2,559}. 
7s. a Fixtion as ridiculous, as the Hiftories ofthe Chi- 
nefes World Three Thoufand Year before the Creation. 

The Exportations from England to France the 
MERCATOR has given an Account of: in. his 
laft, according to a Scheme publifhed by the Oppofers 
themfelves, being for the Year 148§-6, altho’ the Ac- 
counts for the next Year make the Exports of Manufie 
tures in particular, above 60,090 I. more. 

The MERCATOR has detested the Fraud of the 
Party in picking out a Year immediately after Seven 
Years Prohibition, which to excofe; they affirm aSim- 
ple, as well as falfe Sham, viz, That no other whole 
Year can be procured: But the Commiflioncrs of the 
Cuftoms know this is falfe, and the Copies of thofe Ac- 
counts are to be fen; but they do not fexve the Turn, 

The Foot of our Exnortations, by a Valuation, 
which the MERCATOR believes to be as near 
the Matter as is poflible for any Man to fate ‘it, 
amounts to 742,077 1. 4s. 2d.45 and yet fhould any 
Valuation be miftaken, we fhall find room to allow 
for it, for no Man can be exaét in the Rate of Goods 
fo long 2g0. 
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¢ ns % t Will Our Mountebank Merchants think the Ac- 


3 SSBlir of the Advantages of the French Trade ends 


iy! Do they think the Gain or Lofs of a French 









RECA e.is to be Ballanced in the Cuftom-Houfe Books ! 


ell may their Authors acknowlege,they do not un- 


S Cee fiarid what they are déing! And they fhall foon fee 


by what Lights their Guides have led them! 

Trade is an Article not immediately to be eftimated 
by the direct Exports and Imports: There are oblique 
Branches of Trade, and a fecret Circulation of Com- 
merce, like the {mall capilary Veins in the Body, which 


tho’ they are imperceptible even by the moft curious 


Anatomift, are yet, in their proportion, equally effen- 
tial to convey the Spirits through the whole, and to 
communicate Life and Vigour to the Parts. So there 
are divers Parts of our Commerce with France,which 
are imperceptibly to many carried on through other 
Countries, and which yet are as eflential to our Gain as 
thofe which we carry on dire¢tly, becaufe they convey 
our Manufactures and Produce, which are the animal 
Spirits of our Trade, as effectually trom us and into 
France, and back in Specie, as our immediate Trade 
with them does, and this in a very great Quantity. 

And although it is true, that this Part of’ Trade can- 
not admit of an exact Eftimate, yet, as the Fatt is ca- 
pable of Demonftration, and the moft barefac’d Cavils 
cannot withftand the Force of it; fo the Merchants on 
the Exchange of London know fo much of the thing, 
and of the Proportion of it too, that they cannot but 
agree in the Quantity, which we fhall fuggeft ; and if 
they fhould not, even the Dutch themfelves, tho’ utter 
Enemies to our being perfwaded to Trade with France, 
fhall be fummon’d in as Evidence, and thall condemn 
the Oppofers of this Truth,it they have Affurance 
enough to deny it. 

- Thefe oblique Exportations are thofe, which we make 
of our own ‘Mano actures and Produce, &c. to other 
Countries, and which we know and ase fure are carried 
again from thofe Countries into France: We begin 
with the Dutch themfelves. 

The Quantity of Englifh Goods,which are every Year 
carried into France by way of Holland, is prodigious 
great; and the MERCATOR has very good Au- 
thorities for faying it is not fo little as 300,000 Pounds 
a Year: nay, he can produce good Authors who affirm 
and have good Reafon to know, that it is above that 
Sum in our Manufactures only, not reckoning all our 
Foreign and Plantation Goods: But he puts them toge- 
ther at that Sum. 

This added to our Exports direétly to France, accoun- 
ted tor before, make them amount to One Million and 
Forty-two thoufand Pounds a Year. 

But as there are feveral other extraordinary Articles 
to be added, and the unexampled Front and Infolence 
of our Oppofers is fuch,that nothing can filence them ; 
the ME RC ATOR, before he procceds to draw the 
Ballance of this Trade, fhall take from the ignore 
Scribblers all poffible pretence for Cavil at the Reafon 
and Nature of this Branch of our Commerce ; fo that 
if they have the leaft Remains of Modefly, Juftice, or 
common Senfe, they fhall be afham’d to oppofe it; and 






every experienced Merchant fhall be afham’d of them,if . 
they offer fo much as to cavil at it. 

If their Rage and Inflamations will give them Leave, 
and they are any nie willing to be inform’d, they are 
defired to lay before them the Maps of France and Hol- 
land, with the adjoining Countries, when they beftow 
Reading on this Paper. 

1. There they will fee, that there are divers Parts of 
France, and of the Dominions under French Subjeétion, 
who by reafon of their Situation can be fupplied with 
a Manufactures no rational way but from Hol- 
and. 

2. They may examine thofe Gentlemen, who talk fo 
loudly of the Improvement of the French in Manufa- 
€turing, and they will find by the Confeflion of thofe 
People, and the faid Maps, that none of thofe Manuta- 
tures are fettled in or near thofe Parts, they being too 
remote from the Sea, from whence the Materials for 
their Manufactures are brought: So that they muft ne- 
ee have them from other Parts. 

3. They will find, upon due Enquiry, that thofe Parts 
of France, and Countries under French Subjection, con- 
fume as much or more of our Manufactures, in propor- 
veg their Extent, as any part of France, and ever 

id fo. 

4. They will find thofe Countries are of fo large Ex- 
tent, and fo confiderable for Trade, that the Quantity 
of 300,000 Pounds in Englifh Goods is no extravagant 
Calculation. rs 

_ They are defired to take notice alfo, thar this takes 
from them all Pretence of the War influencing it one 
way or other; for this is a Trade occafioned by the Si- 
tuation of the Places, without any Relation to the War 
in the leaft: nay, it isa Trade chiefly for atime of 
Peace, and not to be carried on in atime of War. 

Note farther, This is an Exportation without any 
Importation, that is to fay, any Importation from 
France to England; for the Returns are al] made to the 
Dutch, and they become Paymafters to us, ay and to 
themfelves too ; for it is a Commerce of a known Ad- 
vantage to them. 

The next MERCATOR bhhall more particularly 
defcribe the Countries and the Trade; and after more 
briefly naming other ways,by which eur Trade with 
France is in the fame manner carried on, fhall come to 
a rational Ballance of the French Trade: In the mean 
time, the Truth of this cannot be Impeached by the 
moft eminent Deceivers,that we have to do with. Let 
them — of it, for their Boaftings are almoft at 
an end. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Honour and Prerogative of the Queen’s Ma- 
jefly Vindicated and Defended againft the Unex- 
ampled Infolence of the Author of the GUARDIAN: 
Ina Letter from aCountry Whig toMr.Steele. Printed 
for John Morphew, near Stationers-Hall. Price 3d. 
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